CHAPTER III
SCENIC AND OTHER FEATURES
GEOGRAPHICALLY India is a Goliath. To deal adequately
with her scenic properties, therefore, is a task to which I
cannot address myself here. A rapid survey, however, may
not be impossible. The country derives its name from the
River Indus, flowing through the Punjab and Smd. To die
Punjab came Darius and his legions in 508 B.C., they were
the first to tell the world something about the vast sunlit home
of the Hindu lace. The extent of India was scarcely realised,
however, until Britain united her under the sway of "Pax
Britanmca" British India embraces the southern slopes 01
the Himalaya Mountains and allied systems to east and west;
the Indo/Gangetic plain whose immensity reaches from the
Bay of Bengal on the east to the Arabian Sea on the west
and north to the Persian Gulf, it also includes most of the
peninsula formed by the Vindhya and Western and Eastern
Ghats which terminate above Cape Comonn. The popula/
tion approaches 400,000,000, and, exclusive of the Indian
states, British India is an area as large as Europe without
Russia. It is over twelve times the size of Great Britain and
Ireland, its ratio of population to the square mile being almost
the same. If one embarked on a journey from Iceland to
Portugal, at its end one would but have covered the distance
between the Himalayas and Cape Comorm. The crossing
of India between her two largest cities, Bombay and Calcutta,
necessitates covering a distance almost as great as that from
Rome to London. One province of British India (Bengal)
is as large as France and has nearly twice her population.
Scemcally India is rich. She has stupendous mountains
and quiet, village/dotted plains. Her rivers sweep majestically
on the plains and sing silver songs among the hills. The
Himalayas form a great northern battlement with an average
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